
 

About Ateco 
 
Since 2004, Ateco Tobler AG has been 
engaged in the sector of high purity 
media in the pharmaceutical industry. 
 

 
 
With extensive experience in planning, 
qualification and validation of high purity 
media systems and the know-how for 
treating high-quality stainless steel 
surfaces, Ateco provides consultation for 
removing of rouging and for the use of 
passivation methods. The execution of 
assignments with simultaneous 
documentation of the work as per the 
standards of the pharmaceutical industry, 
saves not only time and money but also 
gives the assurance that all regulations 
for complex cleaning processes are 
complied with. 
For operations carried out independently, 
Ateco delivers also high quality cleaning 
products. With headquarters in Switzer-
land, the company is most flexible in the 
European market and can quickly and 
easily help clients in resolving their 
rouging problems. 
 

 

 



 
 

Fig. 1: The chromium content of the protective layer is 
already depleted in pure water at temperatures above 
40 °C. The increased iron content then forms rouge. 
(Author: Ateco) 

before after 

Fig 2: At higher temperatures, e.g. under ultra-pure 
water steam, blacking of magnetite forms, i.e. black 
iron (II/III) oxide (Fe3O4), which is difficult to remove. 
(Author: Ateco) 

 

 



 
 

Fig. 3: Static, rotating and also orbital spray heads can 
wet all surfaces even in large autoclaves, preparation, 
production and storage vessels. (Author: Ateco) 
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Fig 4: Even large vessels or stainless steel washing 
machines can now be cleaned without inertising. 
(Author: pixabay) 



 
 

Fig. 5: When derouging with DIRUPURE, water for 
cleaning is heated to the required temperature in an 
external tank, for example, and the liquid or solid 
components are added and dissolved. (Author: Ateco) 

 


